A visual interpretation of the history of
Steamboat Springs: 1871-1950

Presented at the 2013 Virginia and Truckee Railroad History Conference
By Curtis Reid
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A brief overview of Steamboat Springs

First located in 1860 by Felix Monet
Once had the 3™ largest geyser in the US; between 60 and 80 feet tall

Intermittent geyser activity through the years, depending on drought
and geologic conditions. All geyser activity ceased in 1988 with
construction of a nearby geothermal energy plant.

Several hotels and spas were built in the area, burning down and
rebuilding over the years.

V&T reached the area in 1871, building from Reno south to Carson.
Tracks completed in 1872.
Tracks existed |/ in service until abandonment in 1950.



Tracks from Reno reach Steamboat



An engine house (and probably a turntable) are built. The freight depot
is moved to Carson. Tracks reach Carson City and the line is opened.



Rapp Bros. erects hotel and other buildings



Passing siding is in place by now



South hay siding is added; Steamboat ditch completed



V & T warehouse gone by now



Engine house is removed



Turntable rebuilt; switch moved (as part of attempt to build wye?)



An earthquake closes the main geyser



Fire burns most buildings to the ground



A-frame turntable replaced by 2nd-hand iron turntable



New wood platform; stock chute



South Hay siding and stock chute removed by now



Concrete highway completed (15' wide)



Highway widened to 20', alignment changed to present route



Turntable removed



V&T abandoned; tracks removed. Only the bridge remains.



Historical Images
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snippet from 1885 USGS map from 1887 Becker Atlas
Courtesy the DeLaMare Library, University of Nevada, Reno
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